
 Date: 23 January 2021 
Page: 5  
Circulation: 327345 
Readership: 982035 
Size (Cm2): 111  
AVE: 3566.43 
Display Rate: (£/cm2): 32.13 

Copyright Newspaper Licensing Agency. For internal use only. Not for reproduction. 

Retailer anger at councils’ £900m from parking 

By Mike Wright

PARKING charges must be cut to help 
the high street recover after Covid, the 
British Independent Retailers Associa-
tion has said after it emerged councils 
have raked in almost £900 million 
profit from fees.

Research by the RAC Foundation 
found local authorities made £891 mil-
lion from on and off-street parking in 
the financial year 2019-20 – just 5 per 
cent lower than the record £934 million 
the year before.

The vast sum was generated despite 
the period covering the early part of the 
Covid pandemic and first lockdown. 

Councils have been making rapidly 
increasing profits from parking in 
recent years. In 2015-1 the figure was 
just £750 million.

Bira said the latest figures showed 
councils continued to make a “huge 
amount of money” from people visiting 
town centres. Andrew Goodacre, the 
group’s chief executive, said: “We want 
customers back on the high street and 
barriers removed to encourage them to 
do so. Removing or reducing car park-
ing fees is an essential part of the high 
street recovery.” 

The study was based on analysis of 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government data. Many of the 

highest profits were seen in London, 
with Westminster having the largest 
(£69.6 million) followed by Kensington 
and Chelsea (£38.8 million) and Camden 
(£29 million).

Steve Gooding, the RAC Foundation 
director, said: “The surplus for 2019-20 
is down a little on the year before which 
may in part reflect the impact of the first 
Covid lockdown which saw traffic lev-
els plummet at the end of last March.

“The dip is likely to be much deeper 
for the current financial year given the 
range of restrictions over the past 12 
months and the Government’s current 
plea that we should all stay at home if 
we can.”


